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Lewis, The Great Divorce. 
1946. 133p. $1.50. 


The space-ship Perelandra and Out the Silent Planet 
has been garaged for celestial bus, for this latest 
travelogue the spirit Mr. Lewis transports beyond 
space and time the vestibule eternity. Instead 
interplanetary pilgrimage with mad scientist, offers 
holiday excursion from Hell Heaven with choice 
company damned souls. The most amazing thing about 
these ghost-souls not that they have the appearance 
something insubstantial and unreal, but that they are dis- 
tressingly like the people know. fact, this 
his other works, often hard shake the feeling that 
Mr. Lewis has mind. 


The journey from the suburbs Hell the coastal plains 
Heaven Disneyesque fantasy, the description 
the geography, flora and fauna the celestial paradise, 
but the purpose the journey intensely serious. 
takes there because “Ye cannot understand the rela- 
tions choice and Time, till you are beyond both. And 
were not brought here study such curiosities. What 
concerns you the nature choice itself: and that can 
watch them making” (p. 66). 


Among us, and our own time, Mr. Lewis observes, 
there seems common persuasion that choice doesn’t 
matter, and that there real difference between good 
and evil. Wecan muddle through morals, well 
politics, and evil, even when deliberately chosen, will 
some way other eventually turn out good. 
Patience, the mere passage time, some 
development the evil itself will result this remark- 
able transformation. 


Now the evil need not endure, but cannot gain one 
the alternatives choosing the other. The only way 
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end evil total and final rejection. For that must 
see that the object our evil choice not bad itself, 
but becomes bad for because desire only for 
itself and for utterly selfish end. confuse the de- 
sire for possession with love, and blind ourselves the 
real purpose both the object and ourselves, which 
God. So, tells that earth, representing the sum 
all temporal goods and choices, “will the end not 
very distinct place all: chosen instead Heaven, 
will turn out have been, all along, only region Hell: 
put second Heaven, have been from the beginning 
part Heaven itself” (p. vii). 


the holiday bus discharges its cargo ghost-souls 
the coastal plain Heaven, are given Virgilian ob- 
servation post and personal guide the Blessed 
George Macdonald, the Scotch Universalist. one 
the solid people, Mr. Lewis describes the blessed 
souls, one the many who come down meet the bus 
and greet and welcome (if they are willing wel- 
comed) some one they knew loved their earthly 
lives. the succession dialogues that overhear 
the sequel, the Solid People speak with one voice re- 
nunciation, losing themselves order find them- 
selves, forgetting, only for moment, their own crav- 
ing order place their full confidence the goodness 
God. The ghost-souls, with but one exception, are too 
thoroughly self-centered even venture the experi- 
ment. They are tubthumping ghosts, pianning ghosts, 
materialistic ghosts. There the ghost the man who 
always did his duty and expects only his “rights”; 
Episcopal ghost, the ghost liberal theology, always and 
still reducing God and His revelation the present 
dimensions his mind and his mood; the ghost the 
domineering wife (whose husband, significantly, did not 
disturb his rest meet her), who had persecuted her 
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husband, lived far beyond his income, and always with 
the most disinterested motives, always for his good. 
mother comes repossess her son, and she would take 
him hell there she could possess him completely. 
Symbolic the entire breed loveless and self-imprisoned 
souls who use their need for pity blackmail the uni- 
verse, the whining and self-pitying husband. 


One will say has always served his country right 
wrong; and another that has sacrificed everything 
his Art; and some that they’ve never been taken in, 
and some that, thank God, they’ve always looked after 
Number One, and nearly all, that, least they’ve been 
true themselves (p. 64). 


Only one them stays; the rest creep back 
because Love and the regions Love are 


warped understanding. “There are two kinds of. 
the end: those say God, ‘Thy will ahd 
those whom God says, ‘Thy will All 
are hell choose it. Without that 
Hell” (p. 69). Neither the enormity the 
ber their vices damns them, but the self- fove 
upon which their vices are built. What none them 
properly understands the transcendence love: 
that exclusive, not the sense that permits 
love nothing except God, but the sense that all other 
things must loved God. For love anything else 
possible only because oldest and deepest all 
relationships, that the creature God. 


The fantastic geography Heaven and the surrealism 
the ghost-souls and the solid people heighten rather 
than obscure the serious intent the book. There are 
passages that compare favorably with the best Lewis’ 
former works, passages such the following: 


That what mortals misunderstand. They say 
some temporal suffering, “No future bliss can make 
for it”, not knowing that Heaven, once attained, 
will work backwards and turn even that agony into 
glory. And some sinful pleasure they say, “Let 
have but this and take the consequences”, little 
dreaming how damnation will spread back and back 
into their past and contaminate the pleasure the 
sin” (p. 64). 

act heroic restraint not quote other equally 

fine passages. 


The suggestion vacation from Hell obviousiv pure 
fiction, and take literally would very low form 
pedantry. But apart from this fictional device, some 
doubt thrown the finality the particular judgment 
the statement that there choice and period 
further probation after death (cf. 65). The statement 
undoubtedly traceable all the way back Origen and 
his three states the soul; but error that has never 
been accepted into the Christian tradition. The last few 
pages the impossibility comprehending God here 
below, while capable correct interpretation, are con- 
fused and ambiguous. 


The introduction George Macdonald, the Universalist, 
his teacher and narrator raises point that will take 
beyond the present book. Mr. Lewis inform 
The Great Divorce that first made the acquaintance 
Macdonald the age sixteen. another essay 
recently published (The Incarnation the Word 
God, St. Athanasius, translated Religious 


Lewis 


Best SELLERs 


C.S.M.V.S.Th., Introduction Lewis, Macmillan, 
1946) repeats the same statement and further informs 
that has never wavered his allegiance George 
Macdonald, though tried for long time ignore his 
Christianity. would seem that was through Mac. 
donald that was driven back read the classics 
Christian literature. the Introduction mentioned Mr, 
Lewis contends that any one can discover for himself the 
unity Christianity, did, going out his own age 
and reading those classics. The unity Christianity, meas- 
ured against the ages, turns out insipid inter. 
denominational transparency, but something positive, self. 
consistent, and inexhaustible (cf. pp. 8-9). can 
faund Puritan Bunyan, Anglican Hooker, Thomist 
through the ages. would appear, 


reject the modern notion invisible unity 


but does not further refine explain what 


the unity Christianity be. 


many reading Lewis. There are two things 
his writings: his appreciation the psy- 
chology ordinary when faced with temptation 
(cf. The Screwtape Letters, Christian Behaviour, The 
Problem Pain, The Great Divorce); and sincere 
sire know and expound Christian truth (cf. Beyond Per- 
sonality, The Case Christianity, Perelandra, Out the 
sophical fashions and their weaknesses clear from Pil- 
grim’s Regress. 


The criticisms above the present work and the 
Introduction mentioned expose what any Catholic must 
recognize essential weakness his position. While 
duly accepting and expounding the content Christi- 
anity, its doctrines, its morality, has not seen that this 
doctrine could not and has not been handed down 
merely the writings human authors, however noble 
and sincere. Even the personal sanctity the authors 
guarantee against error. Since revealed doctrine, 
and necessary for the present generation men 
was for those who first heard it, must have some guar- 
antee permanence and immutability other than that 
merely human interpretation. Christianity 
and important Mr. Lewis seems believe is, then 
its truth must embodied living and divinely insti- 
tuted and infallible Church. 


Some have raised the charge Pelagianism against Mr. 
Lewis; others have questioned his sincerity. The latter 
grossly unfair ;the former charge may have possible basis 
some isolated passages, especially Perelandra and 
Out the Silent Planet, but there some evidence 
the contrary The Great Divorce (cf. 26). But since 
Mr. Lewis does not seem have answered satisfactorily 
for himself for his readers precisely what means 
the unity Christianity, there will necessarily 
looseness about his treatment the nature and necessity 
Grace. The doctrine Grace incomprehensible 
without the Sacraments, and the Sacraments become 
meaningless not seen the framework divinely 
instituted, hierarchically organized the same 
difficulty mentioned, that identifying Christianity 
with Christians, and not with the Living Christ. 


The general criticisms Mr. Lewis’ theological position 
will serve caution and guide for those who wil 
and should permit themselves the rare enjoyment 
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ing him. has the rare ability throw light the 
most abstruse truths showing them intensely 


practical. 
Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 
Literary Guild---April Selection 


Roark, Garland. Wake the Red Witch. Little, Brown. 


Apr. 1946. 434p. $2.75. 


When Ralls and Sam Rosen, co-owners the ship Queen 
Melbourne anchored the lagoon Little Soembawa 
the Dutch East Indies the threads complicated 
series careers begin draw together into hate-filled, 
revenge-packed knot. The two tough and cynical South 
Sea traders were ostensibly search rich pearls with 
the aid purchased map but were actually drawing 
closer the uncharted spot where years before they had 
sunk the sailing ship Red Witch, one the Batjak, Ltd., 
ships which Ralls captaining the time and which 
contained million dollar cargo gold bullion. 
young crewman Rosen was partner that barratry and 
had been convicted with Ralls although both escaped 
punishment through the intervention their firm which 
had then blacklisted them. Ralls was mysterious man, 
wealth crazed sadist whose lust for combat drove him 
into drinking bouts which ended cruel lashings others 
with bullwhip called “The Creeper”. Having anchored 
the lagoon during one Ralls’ bouts Rosen perceived 
that there was some strange relation between van Ruys- 
daal, owner the island, and Ralls, some fateful situa- 
tion which was bound explode into violence and 
Ralls partner would implicated. also discovered 
the presence Teleia van Schreeven, half Balinese, whose 
father’s yacht was also anchored the lagoon. 


After preliminary hostile exchange Rosen was invited 
the home van Ruysdaal for dinner. There proposi- 
tion was placed before him: desert Ralls and become 
wealthy die with his partner. When his decision 
delayed van Ruysdaal tells Rosen the whole story him- 
self and Ralls, van Schreeven and van Aarken the 
same time revealing that the absolute head 
Limited, reality Mayrant van Ruysdall Sidneye. 
youth Mayrant Sidneye had stowed away the ship 
Stefan Meer whose desire marry Zulinde, sister 
Mayrant’s mother, had been thwarted German diplo- 
mat, Mayrant von Streicher, who had hounded Doctor 
Sidneye, Mayrant’s father, into suicide. Mayrant knew 
this and later abducted von Streicher revenge and 
kept him prisoner for years remote island the 
Celebes. Meanwhile, after the harshness Stefan Meer 
had chilled his soul, Mayrant learned the way strength 
the tropics and the lust for wealth and power and con- 
quest combat which was dominate his life, was de- 
veloped. time Stefan adopted Mayrant and upon his 
retirement turned his ship, the Quatrefoils, over May- 
rant. Ship and Captain Sidneye soon became famous for 
success and with Meer, Vossler and Moluccan native, 
Batjoek, partnership was formed which later developed 
into the powerful Batjak, Ltd. Mayrant almost died 
infection and van Aarken cured him. using 
lusts the flesh Mayrant deliberately tempted his half- 
brother Harmenzoon van Schreeven away from voca- 
tion the Church and made him figurehead Batjak. 


Roark Hutton 


was this point that the abduction and imprisonment 
von Streicher occurred and Sidneye rebuilt the Quatre- 
foils into the Golden Hind, floating headquarters 
which continued exercise his evil genius for wealth. 
While sailing through the Gilberts Mayrant Sidneye res- 
cued man who had been cast adrift, bound log 
shark filled waters, natives whose tabu had violated 
quest fabulous perils. That man was Ralls whose 
boundless ambition and lust for wealth were revealed when 
Sidneye matched him against Cortlandt and Noord, and 
the Frenchman Desaix. Even Angelique, whom Ralls 
loved, was sacrificed his ambition and became Mayrant’s 
wife. Ruthlessness and ambition soon made Ralls Batiak’s 
most profitable captain and cordially hated man. When 
Ralls returns claim Angelique she refuses and drives 
the Golden Hind ashore island. then dis- 
missed from Batjak and the Golden Hind refloated and 
rebuilt the Red Witch. After several years Ralls rein- 
gratiated himself with and was rehired captain 
the Red Witch whose earnings immediately soared until 
deliberately sunk her. 


With the story date Rosen again given his choice. 
sees that this the end, when learns that the 
lagoon’s entrance blocked and that Sidneye will have 
his vengeance. His love for Teleia and Sidneye’s offer 
draw him Batjak but his inherent honesty will not 
allow him desert partner whom now hates because 
Ralls escape and himself remain face the consequences. 
With Teleia’s aid the Quaen gotten out only 
blown bits mine while Rosen wounded gunfire. 
awakens the power Sidneye find Ralls 
prisoner. and Teleia attempt escape but are thwarted. 
and Ralls are then tried the partners Batjak but 
Ralls playing Sidneye’s love combat arranges 
deal recover the gold the Red Witch. Completely 
outwitting the law they reach the Witch where Ralls 
dive and Rosen left with Teleia the story 
ends. 


This action-packed story adventure with many 
threads skillfully woven together into whole which, 
features. demonstrates the corrosive effect which un- 
bridled passion works upon man but that its only 
point value. packed with hatred, revenge, sex, 
ruthlessness, immorality, murder, suggestiveness, cruelty, 
sadism and contempt for law, Divine human, that 
unrecommendable for any save mature adults and these 
would scarcely care wade through its complicated plot 
and objectionable scenes for the minor value it. The 
book not recommended then any class reader but 
needs little acuity forecast that its popularity will 
tremendous. 


Hutton, Bud, and Rooney, Andy. The Story the Stars 
and Stripes. Feb. 14, 1946. xi, $3.00. 


Here slapdash, apparently hastily written, but highly 
interesting account the Army newspaper which did 
good deal more than its share keeping the morale 
our fighting men abroad. 


The authors The Story the Stars and Stripes write 
with authority. Mr. Hutton (Sergeant Hutton, ex-Scripps- 
Howard editor, ex-battle photographer with the Canadian 


- 


Army) was first “city editor” the daily Stars and Stripes, 
while Mr. Rooney( onetime copy boy and recent battery 
clerk field artillery organization) was one its star 
combat correspondents. 


The Stars and Stripes, begun weekly the spring 
1942, became daily some six months later. Its editorial 
staff migrated the army moved, taking their stride 
such little difficulties paper shortage, foreign type fonts, 
local compositors ignorant English, and presses every 
stage disrepair and decrepitude. Its writers, when they 
could, went with the troops (ground and air) into action, 
and wrote about what they actually saw and experienced. 


Everybody the paper’s staff was soldier. That caused 
complications. Were they newspapermen uni- 
form, soldiers doing little journalistic work the 
The question never was definitely settled, but the 
account the endless sparring for advantage between 
and the Army newsmen makes amusing 
reading. 


The human equation (always particularly prominent 
the news publishing world) furnished its share troubles, 
too. One the best stories this book the tale 
Stars and Stripes correspondent, who went forth cover 
the taking Brest. Nothing was heard from him for some 
time. Rumor had was killed gravely wounded. 
last returned the Paris office, bottle wine 
under each arm, his waist encircled some seven Ger- 
man pistols and belts, four watches each wrist and 
German knife each boottop. ‘Wasn’t much story 
there,’ hiccuped toppled onto cot, still clutch- 
ing the wine, ‘so didn’t bother write anything.’ 


The Story the Stars and Stripes will awaken its 
readers great respect for the resourcefulness and courage 
the men who made the Army newspaper—and equally 
great appreciation the patience the officers who put 
with them. 


The profanity with which the authors have been silly 
enough garnish their book confines adult readers its 


recommendation. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Huxley, Aldous. Science, Liberty and Peace. 


Mar. 13, 1946. 86p. $1.00. 


“If the arrangement society bad (as ours is), and 
small number people have power over the majority and 
oppress it, every victory over Nature will inevitable serve 
only increase that power and that oppression. This 
what actually happening.” 


The intervening fifty years since Tolstoy wrote the above 
lines have fully justified the prophecy. Mr. Huxley has 
written the present essay prove it. 


There have been extraordinary achievements science 
and technology, and the concentration power together 
with oppression has kept pace with science. The reason 
for this parallel, Mr. Huxley maintains, that the innate 
tendency tyranny those who rule, restricted before 
lack fully efficacious instruments enforcing their 
will, has been given free rein because science has primarily 
served the ruling class and not humanity large. 
view their superior might and ready means destruc- 


Huxley Werfel 


tion, the one defense against oppression the nonviolent 
direct action used Gandhi and his followers maz 
ing 
help 
soul 


the first place the press and the radio have served the 
interests the ruling class, not only the dictator 
tries but the so-called free nations well. Further the 
science has equipped the large companies with the the year 
sive machinery mass production; mass production, the wri 
ing beyond the financial resources any individual, has which 
led centralized finance, and centralized finance has bac 
political being has been subjected homo faber, too busy among the 
about the very necessities life truly free: insecurity neath the 
his common lot. low has fallen, that, for the spicuously 


average man given choice between security and liberty, 
would most surely choose the former. Even his think. 
ing has changed, and his religion, for now his faith 
materialistic faith progress and national uniformity. 


Nationalism, being religion, exclusive, and con- 
sequence necessarily against any other form the same. 
Not only war natural end, but economic necessity 
well for only means war that unemployment 
ended. 


The antidote for all this, apart from nonviolent direct 
action extreme situation, (1) decentralization 
production and finance with corresponding change 
thinking, reestablishing eternity instead temporal secur- 
ity the object faith; and (2) increased self-reliance 
for the individual, and independent co-operative com- 
munities. this science must play its part refusing 
serve the interests centralizing forces; submitting 
international inspection scientific laboratories (to 
ensure them against advancing the instruments war); 
and turning research the direction peaceful pur- 
suits. Science should attempt, for example, render each 
community self-sufficient food and the sources 
power for its industry. 


There much that good the essay, and one will 
quarrel with Mr. Huxley’s objectives. But even when 
has finished Mr. Huxley has not given anything more 
than materialistic motive for being better than are. 
The economic area must certainly altered, but 
concentrate that alone will effect the end only 
rearrangement the elements the problem: will 
not have solved the problem. Better concentrate more 
directly man, the moral aspect the problem 
peace, for not the things themselves—not even 
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mass production—that the real evil resides, but 
perverse will man who uses his talents and the goods 
both. Mr. Huxley’s appeal religious motives will not fertilized 
convert anybody. 
general the essay does not far enough, but far as, Thi 
Charles Denecke, this 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, 

teligious 

Werfel, Franz. Star the Unborn. Viking. Feb. 25, mental 
1946. 645p. $3.00. evidenced 
Although Franz Werfel, writing the full knowledge that 
this was his last work, delighted referring From 
his “travel story”, Star the Unborn more than the 
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imagination into the marvels the future; hidden 
the maze its cosmic and comic adventures warn- 
rved materialistic and irreligious world which purports 
help ailing mankind escape from itself ignoring 
Further the soul within man. 


the year 101,945 D., W., the author himself, clad 
tion, the wrinkled swallowtail and patent leather shoes 
ual, has which was laid out Hollywood mortician, sum- 
has back earth attend the wedding Io-Do and 
His companion during this three day sojourn 
too busy among the Astromentals, whose natural habitat lies be- 
neath the gray turf, twentieth century friend con- 
for the spicuously uniformed soldier World War 


Now you must understand how the human species and the 
have changed since first departed from his 
The normal life expectancy about 200 
yet the traces age are unnoticed the naked- 
which these hairless people are garbed. There 
same. strife, sickness, poverty, work; everything manu- 
factured the Worker and his worthy aides means 
loyment astral rays. News the day learned from the daily 
newspaper which “printed” the stars each evening; 
direct process the Mentalobole, tiny, hand-sized 
gadget which brings you, with the speed light, any 
spot the globe you wish reach. War, seems, has 
become historic fact. Primitive man, unfortunately, 
succumb third World War which destroyed 
com. for several centuries. This was followed 
refusing fourth which the opposing armies were annihilated 
Within three minutes. Thereupon, tranquil 
ries (to vailed until, during visit, the revolution, long plot- 
war); ted the Recidivists against their futuristic neighbors, 
pur- flared up. These Recidivists, throwbacks earlier gen- 
ler each primitive man, must remarked, inhabited 
Jungle where nature still retained characteristics 
ancient times; green grass, trees, and mountains could still 
found. Even the houses and communities which 
will these people dwelled were remarkably like those our 
hen own day. 
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vill not 


ation 
ange 


Not unlike previous calamities this uprising was sparked 
simple incident. During Sympaian, the festive 
musical-dramatic improvisation the era, the bridegroom 
shoots another Astromental with antiquated Colt 
revolver. Word this bloody deed having spread the 
Jungle, the Recidivists wage war the Astromentals. 
The latter, seeking avoid natural death (the very men- 
tion which taboo), flee the Wintergarden where 
they are retrovolved through the stages youth, child- 
ood, infancy, and the foetus until there remains but 
fertilized ovum. This single cell planted and develops 
into daisy. escapes the work the disintegrators 
and returns his eternal resting place. 
This scene the Wintergarden climaxes, were, the 
theme and central idea Star the 
ous this event had visited the Grand Bishop and 


Minionman, the Jew the Era. The results these con- 


far 


and versations lead Werfel’s lengthy philosophical and 
discussion from which learn that Judaism and 

Catholicism are the sole surviving religions the Astro- 

eb. 25, mental Age. The Church’s universal influence best 
evidenced the new nomenclature the planets, now 

that for the Apostles and Saints. 

From these facts Werfel confirms the wisdom and truth 

mere the oldest teachings the Church, namely, that man 


Jameson 


made the image his Creator, and placed this 
world attain his final end—union with God. man 
strives for material aggrandizement only succeeds 
falling farther away from God. (Werfel calls upon the 
survival Judaism bear testimony the fact that the 
world never fully redeemed.) Until aroused and 
becomes aware his true spiritual significance and role 
God’s grandiose conception all his worldly progress 
meaningless. 


Star the Unborn anything but easy reading. Werfel’s 
penchant for verbosity and dialectics has been considered 
both defect and merit. Here demands more than 
ever his reader. fully understand and appreciate 
his message the reader must first prepared hurdle 
the stumbling blocks language which puts shame the 
wildest dreams the pseudo-scientific pulp magazines. 


Despite the fact that Werfel poured forth this monu- 
mental heritage for posterity all the innermost feelings 
his soul, from literary standpoint Star the Unborn 
far cry from the author his best. definitely not 
for the reader making his first acquaintance with Werfel. 
Hence this reviewer hestitates recommend save 
his most devoted followers comparative study with 


his earlier novels. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 


Jameson, Storm. The Other Side. Macmillan. Mar. 19, 
1946. 134p. $1.75. 


Marie Jouvenot married Johann von Leyde during the 
German occupation France 1942 only see him 
killed later the war. She had felt sense moral 
error marrying him and had determined become 
German her in-laws. However, she had never been 
accepted her husband’s people even though she had 
sacrificed her status Frenchwoman. The von Leydes 
are presented typical German family—cruel, loveless, 
selfish, von Leyde, the matriarchal widow, 
her stumblingly foolish daughter Anna who married 
Colonel Paul von Galen, their young son Heinrich and 
Lotte, the younger daughter love with Richard Gauss, 
ex-Luftwaffe officer humble stock. 


With war’s end the French occupy that section Ger- 
many and seize the von Leyde chateau, banishing the 
occupants the attached servants’ wing. Michel Aubrac, 
once tortured the Nazis and Adrian Long are the 
officers charge the detachment under their com- 
mander, Colonel Maulnier. The authoress uses Marie 
and Aubrac together with the von Leydes present her 
concept the German nature and character. Scheming 
and crafty Paul von Galen speaks fairly the officers 
while plotting sabotage and murder behind their back; 
Bertha von Leyde insolently stupid; Anna von Galen 
clumsily foolish; Heinrich heedless young savage; 
Lotte concerned only with her marriage Richard and 
resentful any interference. The von Leydes are shown 
unconquered and working only for the day when again 
they can dominate Europe for its own good. Aubrac 
thinks the Germans only inhuman beasts and sav- 
ages who may under strict regulation again become human. 
savages, knowing themselves inferior they seek their 
own security matter what the means. 


: 


Bottome von Tempski 


Naturally Aubrac regards Marie traitress and despises 
her. first she, feeling herself German, resents 
his attitude, attempting show him that the von Leydes 
desire only peace and friendship. But then she learns 
from Heinrich plot, engineered von Galen, kill 
visiting members Parliament lesson the French. 
Horrified, she reveals the plot the French and the 
assassination averted but Adrian Long, with whom she 
had fallen love and who promised marry her, 
killed. Her eyes are opened when the von Leydes reveal 
their full nature judging her traitress. She begins 
realize that she has violated her essential human de- 
cency marrying German and finally repents, accept- 
ing Aubrac’s offer return France and make reparation 
working with his sister caring for child victims 
German cruelty. 


This book errs its imputation special racial char- 
acters and personality all Germans people 
attempt account for German behavior. That behavior 
was the behavior individuals and they are responsible 
for it. responsibility shared everyone who 
failed what lay within his power prevent morally 
evil conduct. the essential nature their humanity 
there difference among any the peoples the 
world. Otherwise the story somewhat meaningless and, 
competently written, seems have little 
value. 


Bottome, Phyllis. The Life Line. 
1946. 352p. $2.50. 


Mark Chalmers had taken his vacations Austria for 
years and had come love the country. And when 
Mark went mountain climbing soon after the Anschluss 
was glad carry message from friend the For- 
eign Office. That message concerned the planting 
secret agent Austria the event war and when 
delivered the Jesuit, Father Martin, the artist, Oskar 
Pirsch, and the psychiatrist Dr. Ida Eichorn, the three 
proposed that the agent since was ideally quali- 
fied. Mark was Eton righteous, com- 
placent but strangely stirred; first rejected the idea 
but then reconsidered because his feeling for Austria. 


Little, Brown. Mar. 


After intensive training was parachuted into Austria 
and stayed for day with peasant family, briefly pas- 
sionate interlude with the wholesome daughter Lisa. Then 
made his way Schloss Salvator, formerly Arch- 
duke’s palace but now the Eichorn Sanatorium with Ida 
charge although her Nazi trusted father the nominal 
head. Here Mark pose maniac-depressive 
that information can relayed him which turn 
can pass out via Italy. Mark faces immediately struggle 
maintain his sanity and one expects that the crux 
the story, but although that theme carried out 
some extent, the main thread concerned with subse- 
quent action, plot and counterplot. For some time Mark 
easily antagonized Ida but after helping her save her 
famous dancing horses falls deeply love with her. 
impending Nazi investigation forces him leave. 
makes one contact with Italy, finds his peasant sweetheart 
killed, becomes underground messenger, wounded, 
captured and beaten Nazis only recognized 
insane doctor and returned Schloss Salvator 
learn that Ida hiding the insane Archduke Michael 
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Salvator, friend the Nazis and once her lover. For Particularly 
time and Ida are cross purposes but when Mauna 
Gestapo orders euthanasia for all the inmates her 
him away ruse. They are married Father 
and Mark returned England pass the the 
that free men still fight against the Nazis and will 
after Nazi defeat help rebuild Europe. Mark als 

there new spirit. has lost his old 
and superiority—he knows that good men are all 
and must all fight actively together against evil she tel 


form Nazism. young reade 
guccess 


For time this promises quite departure from 
usual type secret agent story but the promise their 

fulfilled and the story remains just another one might eve 
things. The following objectionable features may 

deliberate fornication the part Mark and Lisa; equivale 
assists another patient commit suicide; the Church ipriginal nart 
again placed partially the side the Nazis; and the imma 
curious blend partial truth and definite 

quoted from the Jesuit, Father see humapecause the 
sane, always moving toward that home; and there but 
only one path that reaches it—the love his unfortur 
man. why have never been able disregard the 
the Russians are doing, though have greatly feared theibe truthful, 

false dictatorship methods—nor could defend 
though many priests did. Always saw that the path for hers 
Communism and Republican Spain—was the one her fath 
led God. The democracies have still learn exit” 
They have not decided for one thing the provi 
Mammon.” The book does not seem sufficiently imjaunt and 
portant interest mature adult readers but should noMormons 


harmful for that group. ust 
during the 


ingloriously 


Aloha! the Story One she 
Mar. obsta 


von Tempski, Armine. 
Was Born Paradise. Duell, Sloan Pearce. 
1946. 235p. failed her 

not need 


this volume the author continues the autobiographical 
account she began Born Paradise, which was 
story her childhood the Hawaiian ranch fact that 
her idolized father was manager. Here the writer 
her story after his suicide when her younger sister 
seventeen, her brother fifteen and herself probably 


twenty-five. 


lush phrases and with full realization the 
dramatic character the life her family led, she describe 
glowingly the friends who came their rescue with fund 
for trip the United States, their adventurous 
tion here, the geologist whom she Starling, Edn 
return the Haleakala Ranch which she and her the 
turned into guest house from which tourists were 
the extinct crater Haleakala, the old servant 
who worked without pay, the native school she taught eb. 22, 194 
year, the defection her fiancé, her growing success since 
novel writer, another man she became interested in, Czol 
finally the shadowy young man she married. What the emplo 
the actual span years between first and final 
There are many interesting features the book for fact, Presi 
reader who knows little Hawaii the life the seconc 
whites live there. Snatches customs, beliefs, emba 
food, etc., tease the person who would like know train 
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For Particularly exciting the chapter describing the eruption 
hen Mauna Loa, the experience which Miss von Tempski 
her novel Lava. But for the most part (and prob- 
because the setting has been used many times before 
the author’s dozen-or-so previous books) these 
therg too-fleeting backdrop for her own actions. 


ark als 
adolescent reader would undoubtedly forgive the 


brothepald egotism the story and probably revel the high 
thpeart she tells governed her outlook life. The same 
young reader would probably never question the amazing 
which attended every venture—except those 
rom was tried two girls young enough 
their friends because their ranch had chaperon. 
might even that the colorful, inexact sentences, the 
and maddening use native word and Eng- 
equivalent, the cliches which substitute for honest and 
narration, would entertaining and convincing 
the immature and lazy reader. 
ecause the writer much heroine herself, her 
might carry conviction not only the young 
there but few older people well. Which would 
unfortunate. Because Armine von Tempski, who 
whataught the little natives that “to kind, clean, 
truthful, consider the other fellow first was better 
succeeding life than just book learning”, 
path ohad for herself and her family convenient code ethics. 
her father’s suicide she deeply approved “safe, 
exit” for crippled man. The sale stolen cattle 
provided her sister and brother with funds for 
imjaunt and which also precipitated shooting fray between 
uld and Utes which five men were killed was 
ust youthful lark. After all, the stock might have died 
during the winter storms; the slain men might have died 
ingloriously their beds. The fact that the geologist 
she became engaged was married and had children 
obstacle her plans. But was weakling who 
her when later refused leave the family “who 
did not need him”. 


which may seem less important the purist than 
fact that the author “wee” addict. Wee castanets, 
Indian children, wee churches and wee fishes—all are 

reduced the same measurements when the situation 


ster 
demands extra pull the reader’s sensibilities. 


ove 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 


melo 
lescribe Scranton, Pennsylvania 
fund 


Edmund Starling the White House. The 
the man whose Secret Service detail guarded five 
from Woodrow Wilson Franklin Roose- 
told Thomas Sugrue. Simon and Schuster. 


CCESS BE ve 


since the assassination President McKinley 
in, and 


Czolgosz has been the duty the Secret Service, 
hat Wain the employ the Treasury Department, guard the 
the President. His journeys are planned de- 
every foot the way investigated; constantly 

thas bodyguard one more the men hand. 
for fact, President Wilson had his open-air courting 
ife the second Mrs. Wilson under the watchful eye the 
embarrassed (Kentucky Colonel) Starling. From 
train robbers for Southern railroads Edmund Star- 


Starling Hurd 


ling transferred the White House detail. Soon 
learned the duties position that required much more 
diplomacy than strength arm back when President 
Harding broke into schedule plant tree for one 
his Republican cronies and the Colonel had lecture 
strong terms both the President and the Mayor 
New York. 


Colonel Starling exemplifies the most conscientious type 
employee, man thoroughly love with his job 
can seen the fact that during the early part Wil- 
son’s administration was receiving day (after 
long period $5); toward the end Wilson’s term 
was promoted $8. Not the sort job that would 
satisfy member the building trades union. 


Anecdotes are countless and generally very good. For 
example, when the detail allowed Hoover’s secretary 
into Coolidge’s summer camp, the latter was irritated 
that refused talk Hoover when they were being 
photographed. “Let him talk,” the little fellow (Coolidge) 
said surlily. going President.” 


There doubt about the Colonel’s affection for several 
the Presidents, notably for Wilson and Coolidge. Star- 
ling’s solicitude for the physical well-being his charges 
made him teach Coolidge fishing his 
methods arousing interest reluctant President de- 
serve emulation any teacher. 


The Colonel was staunch believer religion and un- 
selfish devotion duty. The closing paragraphs are 
typical his attitude 


People not become better individuals progress 
toward better communal life except inspiration 
and example. Thus there never time when lot 
people are getting better just because their nature 
so, any more than there ever time when 
lot people are getting worse because their nature 
so. Always they follow their leaders, men who 
are strong and purposeful, and either spiritual and self- 
less ambitious and egotistical. little group 
willful men, Wilson said, can lead nation hell 
salvation (p. 327). 


One feels safe recommending Starling the White 
House for general reading. not important book 
but one that shows the human side recent Presidents. 


Hurd, Charles. The Veterans’ Program. McGraw-Hill. 
Feb. 1946. 267p. $2.00. 


With almost endless stream “veteran” books flooding 
the market, word about the qualities the authors 
should order before look into their respective 
wares. the present instant man who, with the 
distinguished title Editor, Veterans Intelligence, has 
been conducting column called “The Veteran” the 
New York Times. this capacity has been close 
contact with the Veterans’ Administration Washington, 
and has come hear thousands questions forwarded 
ex-servicemen. This acquaintance with his subject 


reflected The Veterans’ Program which offered 
complete guide the benefits, rights, and options which 
the veteran entitled. Clearly, briefly, matter-of-fact 
language his book explains for the veteran almost every 
conceivable item concerning loans, education, insurance, 
jobs, and the host other problems might encounter 


Wilder Index 


upon his return civilian life. Further, informs him 
whom see and where discuss his problems, and 
then lists the various regional offices the Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration together with the communities they serve. 
added feature the author recapitulates his material 
the form 355 questions and answers made more ac- 
cessible through alphabetical index. 


The most fully developed section the book deals with 
prospective farmers. Its most glaring defect its treat- 
ment the educational provisions the Bill 
Rights”. handbook appearing this date seems 
unpardonable discuss provisions law that were 
amended several months ago. 


All all, The Veterans’ Program will handy little 
volume (when brought date) put that refer- 
ence shelf the Veterans’ Corner the library. 


Wilder, Margaret Buell. Hurry and Wait. Whit- 
tlesey House, McGraw-Hill. Jan. 28, 1946. 264p. $2.50. 


This sequel Since You Went Away (of motion picture 
fame) might well have been written with one eye 
Hollywood. has all the ingredients which made Mar- 
garet Wilder’s first book suitable for the screen. Lest any- 
one imagine that this constitutes blanket endorsement 
this book, let the reader consider the saccharine sweet- 
ness and the unreal realities many Hollywood extrava- 
ganzas. 

Such loose plotting found this novel that the 
book automatically recommends itself the attention 
David Selznick who featured several incidents. What- 
ever resemblance Since You Went Away bore the life 
average American family wartime ends with the 
sequel. Say isn’t so, Margaret Wilder, but this book 
seems have been written with both ears attuned the 
melody the cash register. 


“The Nun’s Priest’s Tale” Chaucer has Chauntecleer 
deliberately mistranslate Latin quotation which seems 
apply Hurry and these lines: 


Mulier est hominis 
Madame, the sentence this Latin is, 


mannes joye and his blis’. 


Whether Mary Hilton, the central character and narrator 
both Wilder novels, her husband’s undoing his 
bliss the reader will have determine. 


Hurry and Wait picks the Hilton family where 
left them Christmas, 1944 Dayton, Ohio. 
cable from Tim, husband, father and soldier, an- 
nouncing his safe arrival England sets the scene for 
celebration. The cast the same the first book: 
Mary, wife, mother and author; Jan and Brig, daughters; 
Fidelia, faithful cook; the Colonel, ubiquitous boarder; 
Tony, artist, soldier and family friend; the dogs and Miss 
Horse. The title one Tim’s favorite sayings which 
Mary interprets meaning waiting and working until his 
return. This new interpretation “They also serve 
who only stand and wait”. 


Briefly (and that just what the plot is), the story relates 
the experiences Mary Hilton before and 
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sold Hollywood. Between times Mary works for} 
non-existent government publication Wright Field. 
hilarious experiences there offer good 
Then comes the news that she must leave for Hollywod 
help prepare the script for the motion picture. 


Stripped the excess verbiage the last hundred 
everything zany the city million Van 
throbs. Mary Hilton, who just loves the glory and 
glamour brushing shoulders with the stars, pastel apar 
ment walls and all that, sends for her children who 
been left Dayton with Fidelia. They arrive, chaperond 
good old Tony. Brig, who prepared hate 
fornia, converted. Everything wonderful. 


little difficulty experienced the Hiltons 
time California that they buy dream house 
Mixed the plot Tony, that understanding 
Does Mary love him? are her daughters enamored 
this Joseph Cotten character? There excellent 
plowed ground here for soap opera. 


The shadowy Tim becomes captain and the 
before sailing for action again, shatters his wife’s 
life together high California hillside 
that plans remain abroad after the war help 
make the peace work. apart”—this 
dream. Not without struggle for the fleeting 
which she has based upon materialistic success, Mary 
cides that her place with her husband. 
the book ends Chapter Christmas, 1945. 


Probably there nothing objectionable about this 
for general family reading, except that seems 
time bother reading when the movies may Ward, Mar 
the market for this sequel any day now. There are 1946. 
many worthwhile books waiting read and Old-time 


Questionable material includes the following: the lowering 
repeated tiresome canard about Jesuit soul and the enj Pectation 
justifying the means (p. 50); Mary’s thoughts about lying back sal 
didn’t like the lying part. Not much from favor 
but because was good (p. 67); ing and 
marks about religion (pp. 197-198), and Mary’s reason their effect 
working while Tim away (p. 249), which, 
one the explanations for the increase juvenile months has 
linquency during the war years. New York, 
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